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Summary Information
Repository: Raymond H. Fogler Library Special Collections Department
Creator: Davis, Meyer
Title: Meyer Davis Collection
ID: SpC MS 0127
Date [inclusive]: 1880-1977
Physical Description: 102 linear feet (85 flat boxes) 
Physical Location:
Language of the
Material:
English
Abstract: The Meyer Davis collection reflects the career of a society orchestra
leader. Included are day books (of news clippings and publicity), photo
albums, artifacts, letters, and other materials about the Davis family
and the orchestra.
Preferred Citation
Meyer Davis Collection, SpC MS 0127, [Box No.], [Folder No.], Raymond H. Fogler Library
Special Collections Department, University of Maine, Orono, Maine
^ Return to Table of Contents
Biographical Note
Meyer Davis was born in Elliot City, MD in 1893. He started his first band while in high school after
being rejected by the school orchestra. His band played for Woodrow Wilson and for every President
since then until Gerald Ford. His orchestra played at the inaugural balls of Coolidge, Hoover, Roosevelt,
Truman, Eisenhower and Kennedy. The Davis Orchestra also played for weddings, debutante balls,
including that for Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy Onassis, and on luxury liners. At the height of his career,
Davis owned 80 orchestras or bands with over 1,000 musicians. The band also played for King George
V of England, George VI and Queen Elizabeth, and at the 1939 World's Fair. Benny Goodman, Jimmy
Dorsey and Tommy Dorsey played in the Davis Orchestra. His son, Garry, became a World Citizen.
Emery Davis took over the orchestra. Meyer, Jr. was killed in action in World War II, and Ginia, his
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daughter, now lives in Maine. His wife, Hilda, was a musician in her own right and her material is also in
the collection.
^ Return to Table of Contents
Scope and Content Note
The Meyer Davis collection reflects the career of a society orchestra leader. Included are day books (of
news clippings and publicity), photo albums, artifacts, letters, and other materials about the Davis family
and the orchestra.
^ Return to Table of Contents
Administrative Information
Publication Statement
Raymond H. Fogler Library Special Collections Department
5729 Raymond H. Fogler Library
University of Maine
Orono, ME 04469-5729
207.581.1686
spc@umit.maine.edu
URL: http://www.library.umaine.edu/speccoll/
Restrictions on Access
This collection is kept at Fogler Library's offsite storage facility. One week's notice is required for
retrieval.
Custodial History
Gift of Ginia Davis Wexler and the family of Meyer Davis, 1997.
Restrictions on Use
Information on literary rights available in the repository.
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Controlled Access Headings
• Arts
• Bands (Music)
• Dance orchestras
• Conductors (Music)
• Musicians
• Maine
• United States
• Clippings
• Scrapbooks
• Correspondence
• Photographs
• Programs
• Scores
• Manuscripts
• Audiotapes
• Diaries
• Signatures (Names)
• Davis, Meyer
• Davis, Hilda, 1895-1995
• Davis family
• Meyer Davis Orchestra
Collection Inventory
Scrapbooks, 1920-1979, untitled
Title/Description Instances
Scrapbooks, 1920s Box
2403-2406
Scrapbooks, 1930-1939 Box
2407-2408
Scrapbooks, 1940-1949 Box
2409-2412
Scrapbooks, 1950-1959
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Box
2413-2417
Scrapbooks, late 1950s through early 1960s Box
2418-2420
Scrapbooks, 1960-1969 Box
2421-2426
Scrapbooks, 1970-1979 Box 2427
Scrapbooks, various years Box
2428-2432
^ Return to Table of Contents
Music, no date Box2433-2436
^ Return to Table of Contents
Framed Photographs, no date Box2437-2439
^ Return to Table of Contents
Diaries, no date Box 2440
^ Return to Table of Contents
Davis manuscripts, no date Box2441-2442
^ Return to Table of Contents
Books, brochures and checks, no date Box 2443
^ Return to Table of Contents
Audio tapes, no date Box 2444
^ Return to Table of Contents
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"Everybody Dance!" with Meyer Davis (RCA
Victor Record), Press Book, no date
Box 2445
^ Return to Table of Contents
Meyer Davis Music, no date Box 2445
^ Return to Table of Contents
Projects (press books), no date
Title/Description Instances
Bowling team, Nov. 1934 - Nov. 1942; Magna Picture Co., 1933;
Westchester Center Gardens, June 1934 - July 1934; Wildwood,
April 1935 - Dec. 1935; other projects, 1924 - 1931, 1924-1942
Bowling team, Nov. 1934 - Nov. 1942; Magna Picture Co., 1933;
Westchester Center Gardens, June 1934 - July 1934; Wildwood,
April 1935 - Dec. 1935; other projects, 1924 - 1931, 1924-1942
Ross Fenton Farm Opening, 1940
Ross Fenton Farm, April 1940 - Nov. 1940 Box 2446
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